The Glacial Story

About 20,000 years ago, glaciers nearly a mile deep overran Whidbey ; : o . S om

and Camano islands, gouging both islands with parallel, north-south - . -
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into the Skagit River and flows downstream to Skagit Bay and across to X
Penn Cove. More Puget Sound salmon are born in the Skagit than any other
river. They hug the shores of Saratoga Passage Marine Stevmrdxh.lp.&reaasﬂma
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- Native Americans and Europeans
For the last 10,000 years, after the glaciers retreated, Native
Americans lived in Penn Cove and harvested its abundant
shellfish. Smallpox epidemics devastated the native population
before the first British explorers from HMS Discovery came
ashore in Penn Cove in 1792. Captain George Vancouver
named the bay Penn’s Cove after “a particular friend” whose
exact identity is lost to history. He named the is]andWhidhyfg
master of his sloop of war. American settlement began in 1850 when

~ homesteaded on Ebey’s Prairie a few miles west of here.
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oes, Tall Shlps and The Mosquito F

From the 18505 to the 1930s, marine waters were the principal highw: g

oupeville and other Puget Sound communities. E'a.rlysetl:lerscamebyta]lsll.lp -, ! E
mdofte.n]uredc.rewsufnamesfurlomltrawl Later, the tall ships gave wayto [T
engine-powered vessels for freight, ferry service and travel to other Puget Sound
settlements. These ships were called the Mosquito Fleet. Coupeville was home to
many seafarers and Coupeville Wharf was served by passenger and freight steamers — sternwheelers,
sidewheelers and propeller-craft — including two local favorites, the steamers Whidby and Calista.






