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 Ecology is a Response Resource. 

 Geographic Response Plans (GRPs) 
are one of the tools we use to 
respond to oil spills on or near the 
water. 

 GRPs are developed with input 
from communities; it’s an  
inclusive process. 

Key Messages 
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 Why are Geographic Response Plans (GRPs) important? 

 What are they? What’s in them? 

 How are they developed?  

 How might they be used during an oil spill?  

 Admiralty Inlet GRP Update & Timeline 

 How you can help? 

Questions to Answer 



 Part of the regional & area plan for spill response called the  

Northwest Area Contingency Plan (NWACP) 

 Focused on the protection of sensitive resources during a spill; 

those on or near the water. 

 Goes beyond efforts to control and contain a spill at or  

near the source.  

 Helps ensure consistency and coordination in the way we  

protect sensitive resources during oil spills (federal, state, tribal, & local). 

 Provides trustees and the public a voice on areas of concern or 

importance to them.   

 

 

 

Why are GRPs Important?  



 Currently, 27 GRP Areas in Washington State 
 



What are Geographic Response Plans (GRPs)? 

 One of several plans used during early 

hours of an oil spill and beyond. 

 Spills on or near the water 

 Are deployed to protect sensitive 

resource during initial phase (early 

hours) of a spill response. 

 Plans that focus on the protection of 

natural, cultural, and economic 

resources; not spill control and 

containment. 

 Sensitive resources and strategies for 

protection are pre-identified 



What is in the Plan? 

 Spill Response Contact Sheet 

 Chapter 1 – Introduction 

 Chapter 2 – Site Description 

 Chapter 3 – Response Options & Considerations  

 Chapter 4 – Response Strategies & Priorities 

 Chapter 5 – Shoreline Countermeasures or “Reserved” 

 Chapter 6 – Resources at Risk 



Spill Response Contact Sheet 

 Federal and State required notifications  
(NRC & WEMD) 

 Federal Agencies 
(USCG, EPA, USDOI, NOAA, USFWS) 

 State Agency Contacts 
(Ecology, WDFW, DNR, Health, WDAHP, Parks) 

 Tribal Governments 

 Local Governments 
(County & Municipal) 

 Response Contractors 

 Regulated Industry and Others 
(Facilities, Vessel Companies, Pipeline, Rail) 



Chapter 1 - Introduction 

 Answers What & Why 
(What the plan is and why it exists) 

 Describes Area Covered (planning area) 

 Describes GRP Development Process  

 Language Used (NIIMS ICS terminology) 

 Terminology & Definitions  
(Reference back to NWACP) 



Chapter 2 – Site Description 

 Physical Features (Geography & Geology) 

 Hydrology 

 Climate & Winds  

 Tides & Currents 

 Risk Assessment  
(Oil spill risks present in planning area) 



Chapter 3 – Response Options & Considerations 

 Cities/Towns in Planning Area 

 Waterbody Types 
(at or near those cities or towns) 

 Potential Response Options 
(wildlife recover, skimming, dispersant use, burning) 

 Considerations for those Locations 
(access issues, ownership of lands, T&E species, risks)  

 Map of Locations Mentioned 



Chapter 4 – Response Strategies & Priorities 

 Bulk of the Plan is in this chapter 

 Area & Sub-Area (Sector) Maps 

 Priority Tables 
(order response strategies should be deployed based 

on the location where an oil spill occurs) 

 Matrix/Tabular Information 

 Detailed 2-Page Information Sheets 

- Response Strategies 

- Notification Strategies 

- Staging Areas 

- Boat Launch Locations 



Chapter 4 – Area Maps 



Chapter 4 – Sector Maps 



Chapter 4 – Priority Tables 



Matrix/Tabular Information 



Detailed 2-Page Information Sheets 

 Location & Nearest Address 

 Objective 

 Site Contact 

 How to Implement 

 Staging (on-site or off-site) 

 Site Safety/Hazards 

 Field Notes (additional information of value) 

 Equipment & Personnel 

 Driving Directions & Map 

 Strategy Diagram & Site Photograph 

 







Chapter 6 – Resources at Risk 

 Natural Resources at Risk Summary 
(T&E, birds, mammals, fish, shellfish, amphibians, plants) 

 General Natural Resource Concerns 
(habitat, fish, shellfish, wildlife) 

 Specific Areas of Concern 
(descriptions & maps showing those areas) 

 Cultural Resources at Risk Summary 
(no site specific information, discovery requirements) 

 Economic Resources at Risk Summary 
(critical infrastructure, commercial &  recreational water 

dependent resources) 



Information on Sensitive Resource Locations 
(including and beyond locations that have response strategies developed) 



Listing of Economic Resources in Area 



GRP Update & Development Process 

 Identify and evaluate sensitive resource 

locations and determine if a strategy  

can be developed to protect it.  

 Efforts and input from: 

 U.S. Coast Guard 

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

 Other State and Federal Agencies 

 Tribal Governments 

 Local Governments 

 Response Organizations 

 Emergency Responders 

 Environmental Groups/NGOs 

 Persons that live, work, or play in the 
communities covered by the plans 
 

 Goal is to update plans every 5 years. 

 



Spill Event Happens During an Incoming Tide 



.…but long before the spill ever happened the sensitivity of 
Useless Bay was acknowledged by Ecology & others during 
the GRP update & development process 



Useless Bay was visited during the GRP process to see if 
there might be something we could do to protect it if there 
was ever an oil spill in the area. 



Based on the results of field work (& established criteria), 
two sites for Useless Bay were developed into GRP  
response strategy locations (AI-29 & AI-30) 



Detailed 2-Page Response Strategy Information Sheets were 
created for both sites so Contractors knew where to go, what 
to bring, and what to do when they got there. 



Because of this, 
the response 
contractors knew 
about Useless Bay 
and were able to 
quickly put boom 
in place to protect 
sensitive natural 
resources in the 
area.  





 Response Strategy Implementation Priorities are set by Federal, State, 

and Tribal Trustees (ideally). 

 Changes to priorities can be made by if aerial observations or spill 

trajectory modeling show that such changes are warranted. 

 Not all sensitive resources can be protected. Limited by access, worker 

safety, geography, tides/currents, and potential to do more harm to a 

resource than good. 

 GRPs don’t represent the universe of everything that could, should, or 

would be done in a response to protect sensitive resources. 

 Caveats about GRPs 



What the Updated Admiralty Inlet GRP will Provide 

 Stand alone plan for Admiralty Inlet (no longer combined with Hood 

Canal); north of Hood Canal Bridge. 

 Expansion of the number of GRP Response Strategies for Admiralty Inlet 

 Detailed 2-Page tactical response strategy information sheets along with  

tabular/matrices information. 

 Information sheets for critical notifications to resource owners. 

 Potential Oil Spill Origin Points for Admiralty Inlet, and a listing of the 

response priorities table for each of those points will be included. 

 Listing of Economic Resources in the area; including on/near water critical 

infrastructure, water dependent commercial areas, and water dependent 

recreational areas as appropriate. 

 Updated narrative chapters/sections and GIS-based maps 



 May/June 2016 – Pre-draft plan reviewed by Trustees. Initial response 

strategy priority tables (one for each potential oil spill origin point) 

populated through Trustee consensus. 

 June/July 2016 – Draft plan published and available for public 

comment. GRP Workshop held. Public comment period will be  

at least 30 days. 

 August 2016 – Pre-final plan developed. Changes to plan based on 

comments received. Additional field work/site evaluations may be 

required. Additional response strategies might be added to the plan if 

needed, based on comments received. Priority tables finalized. Final 

review by Ecology and U.S. Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound. 

 September/October 2016 – Final Plan Published. Old plan 

removed/retired. Responsiveness Summary (for all public comments 

received) also published.  

 Admiralty Inlet GRP Update - Timeline 



How You Can Help Us Help Admiralty Inlet 

 Let us know about areas of special concern to you 
(something known by you but may not be known by others outside your communities)  

 Review and provide comment on the Draft GRP (once released) 

 Attend and help promote public participation at GRP workshop 
(Dates/locations to be decided prior to release of the draft Admiralty Inlet GRP) 

 Open communication between Ecology, County, and Tribal Planners 
(so those who write emergency plans might all know and have met each other long before anything 

happens) 

 Participate in oil spill drills when invited – including drills that test  

the response strategies in the updated Admiralty Inlet GRP   



Max Gordon 
Admiralty Inlet GRP Project 

360-407-7238 
maxg461@ecy.wa.gov 

GRPs@ecy.wa.gov   

  
 

 
Washington Department of Ecology 
Spills Program – GRPs 
PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 

More Information: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/preparedness/GRP/index.html 

mailto:maxg461@ecy.wa.gov
mailto:GRPs@ecy.wa.gov


Ecology’s GRP Website: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/preparedness/GRP/index.html 

 

Ecology’s Spills Story Map: 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/coastalatlas/storymaps/spills/spills_sm.html  

 

Washington Coastal Atlas: 

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/coastalatlas/ 

 

Oil Spills 101 
http://www.oilspills101.wa.gov/ 

 

Northwest Area Contingency Plan (NWACP): 
http://www.rrt10nwac.com/NWACP/Default.aspx  

 

  

Useful Links 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/preparedness/GRP/index.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/preparedness/GRP/index.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/coastalatlas/storymaps/spills/spills_sm.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/coastalatlas/storymaps/spills/spills_sm.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/coastalatlas/
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/coastalatlas/
http://www.oilspills101.wa.gov/
http://www.oilspills101.wa.gov/
http://www.oilspills101.wa.gov/
http://www.rrt10nwac.com/NWACP/Default.aspx
http://www.rrt10nwac.com/NWACP/Default.aspx

